
 

 

 

 

 

Method of Assessment 
 
100% exam. There are two exams of 1 hour 45 mins each. Both exams are taken in Year 11. 

 

Course Content 
Students will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of both Christianity and Islam and a variety 
of relevant ethical and philosophical issues.  Topics include: 
 
Paper 1  Study of Religious Beliefs and Practices 

 Beliefs about the afterlife and their importance 

 Beliefs about creation 

 The nature of God 

 The importance of festivals 

 Pilgrimage 

 How religion responds to persecution and other people in need 
 

 Paper 2  Philosophy and Ethics Themes 

 Relationships and family –  including the role of men and women, sexual relationships 
both with and outside of marriage, divorce and homosexuality. 

 Religion and Life – including beliefs and attitudes to the origin of the universe, including 
both scientific and religious views, teachings on abortion, euthanasia and animal rights. 

 The Existence of God and Revelation – including arguments for the existence of God such 
as the Teleological, Cosmological and Morality arguments and those from miracles. Also, 
the relationship between religion and science and the problem of evil and suffering. 

 Peace and Conflict – including teachings on war, terrorism, pacifism, nuclear weapons and 
the use of weapons of mass destruction, justice and forgiveness. 

 Crime and Punishment – including causes of crime and attitudes to different types of 
crime, aims of punishment, different forms of punishment, including prison and the death 
penalty. 

 

Success Criteria 
Students should be prepared to listen to the views of others and should expect to explain and 
clarify their opinions in class discussion and in writing.  It is not necessary for students to have 
a particular faith to do well in this subject, all that is required is an interest in people and a 
desire to be better informed about the beliefs of other people.  This is an exciting an 
innovative course which will encourage students to think deeply about modern issues related 
to the subject and encourage them to develop their evaluation skills. 

 

 

Leading to: 
 

 Students of this subject can pursue all manner of careers including those working with 
people of different cultures and beliefs such as the police, caring professions, armed 
forces, journalism and law. 

 
 The development of transferable skills such as explanation, independent thought, 

decision‐making and evaluation provide an excellent foundation for further study. 
Religious Studies is a popular and highly regarded A level. 
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