
Music                                Exam Board: AQA 
 
Music AS and A Level offer students exciting opportunities to study music 
through both practical and academic disciplines. It is expected that you will 
have taken GCSE Music and be the equivalent of grade 4 or 5 on your 
instrument.  
In addition to work in class there will be numerous opportunities for music 
students to expand their musical horizons through extra-curricular activities, 
including music productions and other performances.  
 
Summary of course content and assessment scheme 
 
AS units  Marks 
Unit 1: 
Influences 
on Music 
 

Listening exam 
• 30% of AS 
• 1 hour 45 minute written exam 

 

80 marks 

Unit 2: 
Composing  

One composition or arrangement  
• 30% of AS 

90 marks 

Unit 3: 
Performing 

Performance 
• 40% of AS 
• 10-16 minute performance 

 

80 marks 

 
A2 units  Marks 
Unit 4: 
Music in 
Context 
 

Listening exam 
• 40% of A2 
• 2 hours 15 minute written exam 

100 
marks 

Unit 5: 
Composing 
 

One composition or arrangement 
• 30% of A2  

60 marks 

Unit 6: 
Performing 

Performance 
• 30% of AS 
• 10-15 minute performance 

 

60 marks 

 
 
Why you should consider studying Music in the 6th Form 
 
Music A level is essential for anyone wishing to continue their musical training, 
either at university, or at the various music colleges and conservatoires 
around the country. If you are interested in the performing arts, theatre, etc., a 
qualification in music is usually needed, and a basic knowledge of musical 
form is more than helpful for those taking up singing and/or dance.  
 
 
 
 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Do I have an aptitude for the subject?    
                                                                                                                                         
A genuine interest in music of all types, and a willingness to learn about the 
relationship between the music we hear and the way in which it is written (the 
theories of harmony, for example) will lay a good foundation for studies in A 
level Music. In addition, you will enjoy making music yourself, and have a 
facility in one or more instruments, or in singing. You must be willing and able 
to perform in public for a variety of concerts, including lunchtime concerts, 
festivals and school events. 

What provision is there for instrumental/singing lessons? 
 
The music department is proud to offer students a high standard of individual 
music tuition for A level music students, and it is expected that you will be 
having individual lessons on your main instrument for around 1 hour a week of 
which 30 minutes is paid for by the school. For further information contact 
Miss Glover, Head of Music. 

What will I learn about Music Technology? 
 
Students are given instruction in using up to date music software and are 
encouraged to make use of Music Technology facilities. Students will use both 
Sibelius and Cubase software to arrange, sequence, record and produce their 
compositions. In addition to this pupils will be given instruction in combining 
both general MIDI and audio sounds, and will have the opportunity to make 
high quality recordings of their own performances. 

What music will I study for the Listening exam? 

At AS we will look at Haydn’s Symphony no 104 movements 1 and 3 we also 
look at 4 musicals from 1940-1960 (Sound of Music, West Side Story, Les 
Miserables and Sweeney Todd). At A2 we look at Elgar’s Symphony no. 1 and 
four decades of Jazz and blues from 1910 to 1950.  

Natalie Glover, Head of Music 
James Bullen, Teacher of Music 
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