
BTEC ART NATIONAL     Exam board: Edexcel 
 

This course offers an alternative pathway for students 
who would like to experience a wide range of 
specialisms in art, enabling them to build a full and 
varied portfolio over two years. 
 
The course is presented as a number of design brief 
tasks, which are given a vocational setting. Students 
respond to the brief in a personal way ensuring that 
they are meeting the criteria of the unit being 
assessed. 
 
Students have the option of selecting from the 
Subsidiary Diploma (1 A-Level) and the Diploma (2 A-
Levels) course which provides different opportunities 
to study a variety of specialisms which are outlined in 
the table below. 
 
Some students prefer the structure of the BTEC 
courses as the projects are short, generally a term, 
and the tasks are more prescriptive. Although there is 
still a big emphasis put on student independence and 
originality, with students building their projects 
towards outcomes of their own design based on 
experimental and developmental study. 
 
 
 

Summary of assessment 

 Units Projects 
Subsidiary 
Diploma 
(1 A-Level) 

Unit 80 Painting 
Unit 76 Generating Fine Art Ideas 

• Painting 

Unit 32 Experimental Image Making 
Unit 33 Lens Based Image Making 

• Photography 

 
Diploma 
(2 A-Level) 

Unit 80 Painting 
Unit 76 Generating Fine Art Ideas 

• Painting 

Unit 81 Printmaking • Printmaking 
Unit 82 Sculpture 
Unit 78 Developing and Realising Fine Art Ideas 

• Sculpture 

Unit 32 Experimental Image Making 
Unit 33 Lens Based Image Making 

• Photography 

 
Extended 
Diploma 
(3 A-Level) 

Unit 80 Painting 
Unit 76 Generating Fine Art Ideas 

• Painting 

Unit 38 Mixed Media Image Making 
Unit 41 Words and images in Graphic Design 

• Graphic Design 

Unit 81 Printmaking • Printmaking 
Unit 82 Sculpture 
Unit 78 Developing and Realising Fine Art Ideas 

• Sculpture 

Unit 87 Experimenting with Specialist Ceramics Techniques 
Unit 88 Extending Specialist Ceramics Techniques  

• Ceramics 

Unit 32 Experimental Image Making 
Unit 33 Lens Based Image Making 

• Photography 

Unit  94 Small Scale Design 
Unit 93 Small Scale Design 

• Stage Set Design 

 



Frequently asked questions 

Do I have to have studied Art and Design at GCSE? 
To be considered for a place on the course you should obtain a C grade or above at GCSE. 
Those students that would like to study BTEC National, but have not obtained a GCSE C 
grade, will still be considered and interviewed.   

How much written work is involved? 
The course does involve written work in the form of annotations; these outline ideas and put 
personal responses in to context through artist analysis. It is also important for students to 
explain the processes, health and safety issues and development of their ideas towards the 
brief. 

Do I need to buy any art materials? 
The department is well equipped with materials that are available to students. However, if 
specialist materials are required then students may have to source them independently. It is 
advised that students purchase a set of acrylic paints and drawing pencils for working from 
home. 

Will this course help me to get a place at college or university? 
These courses will give you the opportunity to build an experimental portfolio to show case 
student skills and creative abilities. Work created by the students is then used during the 
interview process in order to gain a place on degree courses or other higher education 
qualifications.  

Will I get a good grade? 
The Art and Design department is supportive of all students, we have high expectations and 
students work well to achieve their desired result. Students are encouraged to direct their 
own choice of study through project work to produce original and refined results. Students 
who opt for BTEC must be aware that deadlines are non-negotiable and failure to submit 
work could affect their grade. 

J Hammond, Head of Art 

 


