
  CHAUNCY NEWS   
Some interesting departures from Chauncy this Christmas.  Sam Hall leaves after 4 years in our Music 

Department to be Head of Music in Harlow.  Anthony Winston has taken up a temporary post in Ripon 

after almost a term  here.  Rosemary Hutchinson has been here a little longer, as a Teaching Assistant, then Higher 

Level Teaching Assistant, Pastoral Support Officer and Parenting Co-ordinator.  She is off to her allotment to tell  

stories of the wonders of Chauncy and having lived in Irish North London.  Oliver Farr joins the History Department 

from January 1st, after a successful career in Marketing. 

Much of the building and development in the last few years at Chauncy has been possible because of excellent financial 

management.  Lisa Hardwick has been responsible for tight control of my spending urges and has also shared the     

project management duties with our Site manager, Mick Wathen.  Lisa retires at the end of January leaving a legacy of 

new accommodation for Dance, Geography, English, Media Studies, Business and Economics and an Art Gallery.  As an 

Academy there is a whole new and expensive accountancy maze for us to follow and this may have contributed to Lisa 

setting out the new timetable for retirement: visits to the post office, babysitting, mother sitting and perhaps taking 

up yodelling.  Her replacement, Wendy Bremner has a very hard act to follow. 

I will be addressing the spiralling costs of state education and the spread of privatisation in a new year blog for The 

Mercury.  I am sure you have all been avidly following my apolitical rants read by over 800 people apparently.  It was 

humbling to be told that my 13 year old daughter has over 1,000 followers on something called tumblr. 

Whilst on politics: you possibly will know that Chauncy is one of 150 schools, local authorities and associations taking 

legal action on the theft of grades from 21 of our students last summer.  Justice V The Government is a contest for 

the optimists and the cynics alike with the outcome due early in January.  

We are overdue an Ofsted Inspection and Mr Walton has the only remaining viable guess on when they might visit.  It 

will be interesting if the inspectors repeat their behaviour at a Hertford junior school and shout at the Headteacher. 

Co-incidentally the school in question was told it was weak and has just appeared in the top 50 nationally for its results 

for children at age 11.  There are many good junior schools in Ware and Hertford and parents usually know this better 

than a data obsessed two day visit.  

Chauncy School has one of the highest Ofsted Parent View ratings in the world. If you have not commented or did so 

more than 12 months ago visit for 5 minutes and let us know what you think.  If you are a parent or carer you simply 

need your email address and a password to register on the Parent View website at: http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.  

 

Dennis O’Sullivan 

I would like to thank all the parents that have supported Parenting Club over the years.  It has been a huge 

success.  We have covered many different issues and included speakers on a variety of subjects to do with 

parenting teenagers.  The support and advice you have given each other has been overwhelming.  It is not 

easy bringing up teenagers!!! 

 

I will be retiring at the end of this term, but Parenting Club will continue.  Frances Wood and Sarah Davies 

will be facilitating the club on a Wednesday evening from 16th January, 6.30—8.30 pm. The first meeting 

will be on the subject of “letting go”.  Please feel free to get in touch with Frances or Sarah if you want 

more details, I know they will be open to new ideas and will welcome any suggestions made by you. 

 

Have a lovely Christmas and happy New Year, all the best, Rosemary. 
 

www.thechauncyschool.co.uk/parenting 

Parenting Club 

December 2012 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk


Poland 

In October a group of year 12 and year 13      

students headed to the Polish city of Krakow. 

The main purpose of the trip was to visit the  

former Nazi Concentration Camp and Death Camp 

at Auschwitz and Auschwitz Birkenau.  It is    

estimated that around 1,000,000 people were 

killed at Auschwitz during the period of the   

Holocaust.  When visiting this site students and 

staff were shocked by what they saw.  From the 

exhibition of children’s clothes to the room of 

human hair.  For many walking into one of the gas 

chambers was an incredibly emotional moment. 
It was important that students had an opportunity to 

reflect on their visit and so as part of the trip a series 

of seminars and discussions were held where matters relating to the Holocaust could be discussed.   In addition to Auschwitz     

students had an opportunity to have a walking tour of Krakow as well as a day trip into the mountains of Zakopane.  Here they could 

sample the local cuisine of cabbage soup.   The trip was rounded off with a visit to the Salt Mines.  Here we had to walk down over 

300 steps to get to the caverns below.  Students learnt about the workings of the salt mine.   It still remains the only place where 

you can lick the walls of the museum and the exhibits.   Poland 2012 was a truly memorable experience for all involved and sparked 

many discussions and debates. 

The winners of the Year 8 Apprentice Competition embarked on an exciting 

trip led by the English Department to the Harry Potter Warner Brothers 

Studio.  The students were able to go behind the scenes, where they were 

exposed to all the wonderful special effects used to create the Harry    

Potter films.  The students were able to uncover detailed sets, stunning 

costumes and props.  This was a very successful trip and each student   

commented on how ‘amazing’ their day was.   
 

“When I went to the Harry Potter Studios, I really enjoyed my time there.  
It was extremely interesting to see all the different props and sets used on 
the Harry Potter films  I found out lots of interesting things about Harry 
Potter, for example how the game Quidditch was filmed.  I took loads of 
photos and even managed to buy a Butterbeer, which was very sweet but 
tasty.  I had a wonderful time and I am looking forward to going again with my family”.    Dylan Manning—Year 8 

Harry Potter Experience 

Leaside Church Christmas Tree exhibition 
Ten year 9 Gifted and Talented Art pupils took time out of lessons last Wednesday to 

make Christmas tree decorations for the Leaside Church Christmas Tree exhibition. 

Each year pupils from Chauncy decorate a tree which is then judged alongside others 

from the local community. 

This year pupils created PVA glue embedded decorations, a technique which allows     

materials such as textiles, paper, ribbon and beads to be layered within a solid form. 

Pupils started with a textiles shape onto which they glued other materials to create a 

patterned surface, some made recognisable patterns whilst others created abstract 

ones. Four pupils stayed on to finish up the day’s session; two created a 'Chauncy School' 

sign using the same technique and another two pupils prepared the decorations for  

hanging by trimming them and adding cord.  

Sadly, we didn't win any prizes but the Leaside Church Exhibition organiser Tony Gubb 

commented on how good our entry was.  The students who took part were, Oliver Childs, 

Josh Lawrence, Sam McCreery, Sam Warner, Jenna Buckle, Ruby Bunker, Charley Maloy, 

Kate Lewis, Rosa Alcantara and Lewis Elliston.   



Christmas came early ... 

Christmas started early at Chauncy, as the school celebrated the festive season with 

a number of successful community events.  In December Chauncy hosted the annual 

St. Elizabeth’s Christmas Party, an event for the Sawbridgeworth Special Educational 

Needs School, that has been running for over 30 years.  Santa also dropped into the 

Age Concern Over 60s Club Christmas, and the Orchard House Nursery Christmas 

Party.  It is certainly a busy time for the man in red.  An audience of over 200 people 

enjoyed an evening of Christmas Carols and Songs, as well as a sprinkling of some good 

old fashioned Rock and Roll at the Christmas Concert.  Over 150 Year Seven students 

also visited St. Mary’s Church to participate in a Community Carol Service.  The      

service, organised with Reverend Derrick Peel, included readings from House         

Representatives and Carols and Christmas Songs from the Chauncy School Choir.  The 

Friends of Chauncy School also ran a highly successful stall on the Ware Dickensian 

Evening.  We also managed to get over 300 students Dancing on Ice with reward trips 

to Skating at Van Hage.   Students in every year group were invited for a skating     

session and a hot chocolate for excellent attendance and outstanding end of term  

reviews.  On Friday the 21st December we will perform our highly anticipated end of 

term Christmas Revue, where our Year Seven students will premier their Christmas 

Music Video ‘Merry Christmas Everyone!’  Look out for it on the Chauncy Facebook 

page. 

Year Seven Students make their own Christmas 

Video for the Chauncy Facebook page 

Year Eleven Students enjoy an Ice Skating trip 

to Van Hage 

Father Christmas also 

visited the Age Concern 

Over 60s Christmas    

party 
Santa gives early Christmas 

presents to the students 

from St. Elizabeth’s School 



Diary 

21st  End of Term (1.30 pm) 

January 2013 

7th  New Term 

21st  Year 11 Reviews home 

22nd  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

30th  Year 7 Reviews home 

31st  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

February 

8th  Inset Day (Staff conference) 

12th  Year 9 Reviews home 

13th  Year 9 Options Evening 

14th—15th School Drama Production 

18th  Half Term week 

26th  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

March 

8th  Mock Interview Day 

11th  Year 8 Reviews home 

11th  Year 10 Work Shadowing all week 

12th  Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

12th  Careers Day—whole school 

18th  Year 10 Reviews home 

20th  Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

27th  6th Form Reviews home 

28th  End of Term (1.30 pm) 

April 

15th  New Term 

22nd  Year 9 End of year exams begin 

May 

1st  Summer Concert 

6th  May Bank Holiday 

23rd  Year 9 Achievement Assembly (to 

be confirmed) 

27th  Half Term week 

June 

3rd  End of Year Exams begin 

28th  District Athletics 

July 

2nd  Year 7 Achievement Assembly 

9th  Year 8 Achievement Assembly 

11th  Year 6 Induction Day  

11th  Year 6 Parents Evening 

12th  Chauncy Rocks/Community Day 

16th  Sports Awards Evening 

17th  Year 10 Reviews home 

19th  End of Term  (1.35 pm) 

 

July 22nd, 23rd, 24th are Inset Days 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to ASH boys and ELM girls.  Winners of the 2012/13 

Year 7 Interhouse Football and Netball competitions. 

 

Year 8 Netball   -   The girls have made a fantastic start to the netball season winning 4 out of their first 5 games, 

with the latest win being against Broxbourne where they won 9-7.  Excellent preparation for our two up and coming 

tournaments in the new year, a District Tournament and the annual Trip to Shropshire. 

 

The Senior girls came runners up in last week’s annual County Table Tennis competition, meaning that they are now 

2nd in the county!  Excellent performances from Josie Pinfold and Chloe Wright. 


